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Radicalism and America 


The Christian layman, whatever he 
thinks of capitalism, socialism and such, 
should know how socialism and com- 
munism rank as influences in America 
and where that influence is greatest. As 
tension continues to grow between our 
leaders of capitalism and the widening 
socialistic forces over the world, more 
and more propaganda will be poured 
upon the erican people. 


The Socialists 


We have a Socialist Party in America 
but its influence has been small. Nor- 
man Thomas, a man of high character 
and great ability, an ordained Protes- 
tant minister, has headed the Socialists 
for years. He is highly regarded per- 


sonally by his most outspoken ee 
h 


or capitalistic opponents. Mr. Thomas’ 
unusual ability and integrity have won 
thousands to socialist thought, but 
many of these thousands have yet to 
vote for the party. In university and 
cultural circles great numbers of people 
are socialistically minded and many 
supported Roosevelt's New Deal eco- 
nomic theories. Of these, however, few 
have voted for the Socialist Party. This 
is chiefly due to the fact that so far the 
evolution of the Democratic Party has 
followed the lines of progressive social- 
ization to such a degree as to forestall 
the growth of a strong socialist political 
movement as such,—this in spite of 
the New Deal’s strange marriage to 
southern plantation reactionarianism. 
Whether this socialist trend in the 
Democratic Party is to continue is prob- 
ably a question which now fills the 
mind of President Truman. 


The Communists 

Communism has not really got far 
in America. In education it has little 
foothold, in youth organizations it 
reaches very few. Politically it is neg- 
ligible, but its strength in the labor 
movement becomes an important fac- 
tor, chiefly in some of the CIO unions. 
AFL leadership has traditionally been 
anti-Russian and anti-communism, al- 
though quite a large number of AFL 
members have not always agreed with 


(Continued on next page) 


LOOK AT MAN with his selfishness and deceit, his refusal to learn from 
history. One can soon become pessimistic. That’s why cynics, who leave God 
out, are always such sour souls. But watch how God continues to oversee the 
progress of His divine purposes, drawing unto Himself for glorious fulfillment 
all men who will surrender to His will. Then one quickly becomes optimistic. 
We can serve divine 5 ee best if we know what men are doing . . . but 
keep our eyes on God! 


X-Ray and Forecast 
Strikes 

The strike news in press and radio is still being used as a smoke screen to 
keep public attention from America’s real problem. The strikes are serious, 
of course, but so is the unemployment of three million people. Both business 
and government experts forecast that there will be eight million or more out 
of work by the time reconversion and demobilization get in full swing. 

The press is making a major issue of strikes, but to millions of common 
people unemployment is the big issue. That is why labor leaders are getting 
tough. Some labor leaders are hard-boiled and ruthless as are some large busi- 
ness leaders. Some labor leaders are unscrupulous, but they are combatting 
economic practices that should have been changed years ago. So we are seein 
the beginning of a head-on, free-for-all fight to determine the control o 
economic policies of the future. Temporary compromises or settlement on 
the present 30 per cent wage increase now demanded by unions are likely, but 
a study of labor periodicals and of the reports we have received from listening 
posts in labor’s ranks indicate that the big unions are going to keep fighting 
on an ever-increasing scale until they get what they want, including acceptance 
of the annual wage principle, a higher share in the benefits of production, 
greater health benefits, retirement Senilittns whole scaling upward of the 
workers’ place and rewards in industry. 


Business Views the Problem 


Big business ranks are split on this situation. As we have reported in recent 
issues, many younger executives and managers of some of the largest industries 
are for going along with labor. They frankly admit that profit margins are 
sufficiently large to permit substantial wage increases. They also believe the 
American economy must now become a high-wage, high-consumption, lower 
profit and faster turn-over economy as over against the low wage, restricted 

roduction and higher profit economy of the past. But the fifty or sixty big 

ys in the financial citadels of Wall Street who own or control directly or 
indirectly most of American industry won’t give in. Eric Johnston, able, bril- 
liant, progressive former — of the United States Chamber of Commerce, 
8 in disgust a few weeks ago because he saw that all his effort had made no 

ent on this industrial hierarchy of America. The public knows nothing ot 
this struggle within the ranks of big business. 

But as we forecast last week, if a transformation of attitude on the part of 
the large business leadership is not soon evidenced, there will be increasing 
labor disturbances, reaching higher crescendos of action as demobilization 
advances. The spring of 1946 will see it. And then when unemployment 
insurance benefits for veterans and war workers begin to run out the climax 
will come. 


The Motive 


Labor leadership is guilty of many faults and failures, and the press keeps 
the average Christian layman aware of that. But the press and radio is not 
keeping the layman aware of the fac¢ that behind these leaders are millions of 
men who see hunger stalking their families in the coming months. And that 


(Continued on next page) 
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‘X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from center page) 
what independent machine, reaching back through many gen- 
erations and only partially influenced by even the strongest 
ersonalities in the White House or Congress. Due to the 
act that a large percentage of impertant posts in our State 
Department have always been filled by men closely connected 
with America’s great financial interests, State Department 
policies represent those special financial and industrial in- 
terests abroad more effectively and devotedly than they do 
the interests of the common American people. 
Above all, don’t forget that these great financial powers 
have worked hand-in-glove with the world ee of 
London and the Dutch and French empires. 


America vs Russia 

So America is pushed into the breach to lead the quarrel 
with Russia over interests which are close to the heart of 
British, French and Dutch millionaires and which are far 
away from Main Street, USA, where the blue and gold stars 
hang in the windows. It isn’t righteousness and justice that 
our State Department is concerned with or we should be chal- 
lenging the British and French in Greece, the Near East, 
India, Malaya and elsewhere. It is something dearer to the 
—— of some men than justice or righteousness,—their bank 

Russian moves for a greater part in the control of Japan 
stems from distrust of such policies. After all, Japan Vices 
across Russia's eastern outlets and lifelines. If we allow 
Britain to continue to maneuver us toward war with Russia, 
do you think the Soviet will feel easy about our possession 
of a huge fortress and air base at her doorstep? ould we 
be undisturbed if the situation were reversed and Russia was 
—_ ing Bermuda, the Bahamas and Cuba—or the Hawaiian 
slands? 

It is poe to be hoped and is a matter for Christian 
prayers that London’s Labor government will some day be able 
to free itself from the domination of the London imperialists 
in British foreign policy. It is understandable that the La- 
borites had to oc unity until they felt firmly established, 
and the price of unity was compromise with the powerful 
Empire monopolists. May the price not prove too high, nor 
the compromise last too long. 

Veterans’ Groups 

The struggle has already started behind the scenes for con- 
trol of the new veterans’ organizations. 

Very few people realize that great American industrial and 
financial corporations started the American Legion and con- 
trolled its policies throughout, kept it conservative and anti- 
labor, anti-Russian, anti-New Deal as long as they could. The 
American Legion was organized behind locked doors by high 
ranking military men who, in civilian life, were represent- 
atives of large industries, corporation lawyers, etc. The charge 
has often been made and never answered that not one plain 
soldier or one ordinary sailor of working class rank sat in on 
the conferences that created the Legion. 

The American Legion 

George Seldes, in his book Facts and Fascism, presents doc- 
umentary evidence that the big industries assessed themselves 
so many thousand dollars per organization to subsidize and 
keep control of the Legion. We don’t ask the Christian lay- 
man to follow all the deductions Mr. Seldes makes, but no 
oe seeker for truth can dodge the significance of these 
acts. 

That the American Legion was used in many instances to 
fight labor reforms is an obvious fact. It was as late as 1937 
that the Legion finally passed a ruling that legionnaires should 
not wear their uniforms while strike breaking. Of course 
such anti-labor activities varied over the country according 
to local situations and the personalities and attitudes of local 
leadership. But its force as an organization was directed 
against labor wherever possible. Remember that only one- 
fourth of the World War I veterans ever joined the Legion. 


For the above reasons, the great majority of veterans, who 
were workers, never joined the organization. 

There are over 14,000,000 young men and women in Amer- 
ica who will be eligible for the new veterans’ organizations. 
It is inevitable that this group will become a most powerful 
force for progress or deterioration in America’s tomorrow. 
Over 100 new veteran organizations are now competing for 
the veteran’s attention. Many of these new groups are of the 
crack-pot variety—promoted by self-interest and playing up 
to the most selfish reactionary elements in the veterans ranks; 
some are of unquestioned sincerity. Here is a list of a few of 
these organizations: 

Nationalist War Veterans of World War II, a Gerald K. 
Smith and Fred Kister (noted anti-Semitics) outfit with slo- 
gans like ‘American Veterans First’’ and ‘‘American Money 
for American Veterans.” This group proposes to give each 
veteran $1,000 mustering out pay. 

United Yanks, a Lamar Bailey group which split off from 
the American Veterans of World War II. United Yanks is 
an organization with a strong anti-labor, anti-Negro flavor 
and originates in Dallas, Texas. 

St. Sebastian’s Brigade, a Father Charles E. Coughlin set- 
up. The men are enrolled, at $3 each, by mothers, wives and 
sweethearts so that they may be included in the petitions 
Father Coughlin makes to St. Sebastian, patron saint of 
soldiers. 

Protestant War Veterans, a strongly anti-Semitic, anti- 
Catholic organization which was incorporated in Washington 
in 1938 and is headed by non-veteran Edward J. Smythe, a 
defendant in the famous sedition trials. 

Of the many groups now springing up there will arise some 

werful veteran organization. Perhaps this time there will 

enough sincere, Chcistion veterans to guide its destiny so 


that it may represent the interests of the little man in his own 
store, his own shop, farm and home and not become a force 
expressing the too often selfish interests of a few. 


Relocation Centers Closing 

The closing of the Japanese-American relocation camps on 
December 15 is creating severe problems both to the nisei 
themselves and to the authorities of the communities to which 
the evacuees will return. Tension on the west coast especially 
is running high and is intensified by the fact that the Soetiaar 
situation in many areas is acute. New York City has ab- 
sorbed about 1,700 of the 55,000 evacuees already relocated 
throughout the country, and about 7,000 Japanese-Americans 
are estimated to have returned to California and more than 
2,000 to other west coast areas. The — eye and 
Japanese-American population in California totaled 90,000. 
Less than half of these are expected to return to the coast. 

Church groups in Washington and Seattle have opened 
hostels for the ye amy | housing of relocating families. The 
nisei may stay at these hostels only until they can find per- 
manent housing. 

One unfortunate aspect of the returning of the evacuees 
to civilian life is the fact that those who cannot immediately 
make arrangements for resettlement and who, therefore, 
hesitate leaving the relocation camps will be arbitrarily evict- 
ed, will lose the grant given those who leave voluntarily and 
will be returned willy-nilly to their former places of residence 
without regard to the present housing and employment situa- 
tion there. Few of the evacuees have any money left, jobs 
and tools have disappeared and the atmosphere in many locali- 
ties is hostile. 

On the other hand, many Caucasians, generally church 
people, are treating the returnees in a friendly and cooper- 
ative manner. One Japanese-American Christian said: “No 
one of us has been seriously hurt by a Caucasian in southern 
California since Pearl Harbor. We have been taken care of 
with a good deal of fairness, a spirit which we could find in 
no other country. We want you who are citizens to know 
that we will never forget the fact that we have faith in demo- 
cracy and in you.” 





